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and stop devotees being quarantined and sent back in
large numbers. The Health Officer, in turn, pleads his
inability to do anything about it, since cholera was
widespread around Mantralayam.   Venkoba Rao,
thereafter goes straight to Bellary.

At Bellary, he meets the Collector and most humbly
introduces himself as the agent of the Sri Mutt. He then
narrates to him most emotionally and in a forceful
manner that more than the agony of the devotees (at
their not being able to reach Mantralayam), the head of
the Sri Mutt was greatly distressed that devotees were
not able to be present there for the annual event.

The Collector is speechless!

Venkoba Rao, gathering courage at that point of
time, tells the Collector, 'From all over the world,
thousands of persons come to Mantralayam and stay for
years together to get cured of even their chronic
ailments. Sri Raghavendra, as a routine, cures without
pain even those diseases that have been given up as
incurable (by renowned doctors and modern hospitals
equipped with the most sophisticated of equipments),
when he is approached by devotees with a resolute mind
and utmost faith in his dispensation.

In the circumstances, can it ever be imagined that
Sri Raghavendra will allow his devotees to contract
cholera, when they come to have his darshan and
participate in his Aradhana celebrations?'

'Whatever you say is correct from the religious/
spiritual angle.   But will it be accepted by the